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Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze arrived in Buenos Aires on Sept. 30 for a fiveday visit, marking the first time Moscow's foreign minister has visited Argentina. The minister's
discussions with President Raul Alfonsin, Foreign Minister Dante Caputo and other officials
were focused on the potential for expanding bilateral trade. A joint statement by Shevardnadze
and Caputo, released during the weekend, emphasized common views on disarmament, space
exploration, the Central American conflict, the foreign debt crisis, and Soviet support for Argentina
in its dispute with Britain over the Malvinas (Falkland) islands. On Oct. 2, the ministers signed
scientific and cultural exchange agreements. During an Oct. 4 press conference in Buenos Aires,
Shevardnadze said his government had proposed expansion of bilateral economic cooperation with
Argentina through the formation of joint ventures in production and trade with third countries.
Although the USSR and Argentina established diplomatic relations in 1946, these relations did
not mean much until 1980 when Washington declared a wheat embargo in response to the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan. Since then, relations have been very active. Comecon countries became
important customers for Argentine grains and beef. Ironically, the military junta responsible for
a "dirty war" against "communist subversion" killing close to 10,000 people exported as much
as $2.9 billion worth of goods to Soviet markets in 1981. At present, Moscow is building a new
embassy and keeps a a large trade center in Buenos Aires and cultural centers in other cities. It
has an airline route and rights to fish in Argentine waters. Moscow has sold Argentina the nuclear
fuel and services that western nations refused to sell. Argentina also buys Russian turbines for its
dams and railroad equipment. Trade between the two nations, however, has fallen off significantly
since the early 1980s. In the last four years, bilateral trade dropped from $1.66 billion to $267 million.
Shevardnadze arrived in Montevideo Oct. 5, the last stop on his South American tour. In the next
day and a half, he met with President Julio Sanguinetti, Foreign Minister Enrique Iglesias, members
of the Uruguayan Congress, and numerous other officials. Principal discussion topics were the
foreign debt problem, the Central American conflict, bilateral trade, and the USSR's interest in
obtaining fishing rights in Uruguayan waters. The minister left Uruguay on the afternoon of Oct. 7
for Havana, Cuba. [Since 1981, the number of Latin American youths studying on scholarships in
the Soviet Union has doubled to more than 10,000 a year. In recent years, the USSR's most active
relations have been with Argentina, Peru, Mexico, Venezuela and Ecuador. In Brazil, Moscow
received long sought economic and cultural agreements. The Soviet Union sells oil to Brazil and has
shown interest in its computer industry. It would like landing rights for Aeroflot and to expand its
trade offices in Brazil. For the first time, major joint ventures with Comecon countries are reportedly
almost ready for signing. These including a large iron-manganese plant in the Amazon basin, for
which the USSR will provide $60 million worth of equipment in exchange for half the plant's annual
output of 150,000 tons.] (Basic data from Argentine news agency, DYN, 10/03/87, 10/04/87; PRENSA
LATINA, 10/07/87; NEW YORK TIMES, 10/04/87)
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